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Purification of PCR Products 

The following procedure is adapted from page 18 of the QIAquick Spin Handbook for 
the QIAquick PCR Purification Kit.  This handbook is available as a downloadable PDF 
file from the laboratory course web page. 

Reagents/Materials Required: 
ß PCR product in reaction buffer (from previous experiment) 
ß Buffer PB (provided in kit) 
ß QIAquick spin column (provided in kit; consists of purple insert/collection tube) 
ß Buffer PE (provided in kit; ethanol already added to buffer) 
ß 1.5 ml sterile microfuge tube (2) 
ß Buffer EB (provided in kit) 
ß Microcentrifuge 

Procedure: 
1. Estimate the volume remaining in your PCR reaction mixture using an appropriate 

pipette tip/mechanical pipette. 
2. Based upon the volume determined in step 1, add 5 volumes of Buffer PB. 

For example - if there is 30 µl of PCR reaction mixture remaining, add 150 µl of 
Buffer PB. 

3. Using an appropriate pipette tip/mechanical pipette, transfer the solution resulting 
from step 2 to a purple insert of the QIAquick spin column. 

4. Centrifuge the QIAquick spin column for 30 seconds in a microcentrifuge operating 
at 18,000 x g. 

5. Add 750 µl Buffer PE to the purple insert within the QIAquick spin column. 
6. Centrifuge the QIAquick spin column for 30 seconds in a microcentrifuge operating 

at 18,000 x g. 
7. Momentarily remove the purple insert from the QIAquick spin column, discard the 

flow-through fluid in the collection tube, then re-assemble the spin column. 
8. Place the QIAquick spin column in the microcentrifuge and remove any traces of 

buffer from the insert by centrifuging the column for 1 minute at 18,000 x g. 
9. Remove the lid from a 1.5 ml microfuge tube and place the purple insert from the 

QIAquick spin column into it. 
10. Using an appropriate pipette tip/mechanical pipette, carefully place 50 µl of Buffer 

EB in the center of the insert membrane. (Note: Do not touch the membrane.) 
11. Centrifuge the insert/microfuge tube assembly for for 1 minute at 18,000 x g. 
12. Using an appropriate pipette tip/mechanical pipette, transfer the fluid containing 

the purified PCR product to a capped 1.5 ml microfuge.  Store the purified. 


